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 On February 14, 2018 a man 
walked into Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School in Parkland, Florida and shot 
and killed 17 people, including teachers 
and students. America was heartbroken but 
more importantly, the world was outraged.
	 Specifically,	teens	were	suddenly	
ready to push for change. Many realized 
that these were students just like them 
who were being innocently killed, some-
thing that could have been prevented. 
 “I want government to know that 
we are the future and we have a voice, we 
matter and we all are trying to keep each 
other safe and the future generations safe. 
I hope that these walkouts accomplish the 
next step Congress takes is to reform the 
guns	 laws	 in	place	 to	make	 it	more	diffi-
cult for incompetent citizens to get ahold 
of guns so that people who want to commit 
mass shootings don’t have access to guns, 
which would make those plans more easy. 
We matter,” said junior Rebecca Garcia. 
 So on February 21, 2018, stu-
dents walked out of the building to en-
courage change. SCA president Madi-

son Humphries stood on a bench outside 
the front of the building, thanked ev-
eryone for coming out, and explained 
that the big walkout would be com-
ing and that plans were being made. 
Shortly after, everyone returned inside.
 Plans became known that at 9:55 
a.m., students would gather in the caf-
eteria before being instructed where to 
go for the National School Walkout on 
March 14, 2018. Humphries stood be-
fore the gathered students and instructed 
them to walk to the football stadium and 
gather in a circle around the eagle on the 
field.	One	by	one,	students	made	their	way.	
 “No child should ever have to be 
afraid to go to school. School should be a 
safe haven for them. To me, this walkout 
symbolizes change and provides students 
the opportunity to voice their concerns. 
Both Liberty and Marjory Stoneman Doug-
las are Eagles, and eagles soar together. It 
was extremely important to show our sup-
port and to make sure that our communi-
ty knows that we care,” said Humphries.
	 Once	on	the	field,	Humphries	be-
gan to introduce herself to the group. She 
gave a brief overview of her life and then 
began to talk about the students at MSDHS. 
She followed up with the reasoning for the 
walkout and explained what the point was.
 “I think it is important to high-
light that these walkouts are not anti-gun 
but anti-gun violence. However, today, we 
are gathering to remember and to show 
our support for the victims. So many peo-
ple don’t care about the issue until it af-
fects	them.	The	horrific	events	at	Marjory	
Stoneman Douglas High School on Valen-
tine’s Day deeply disturbed me and many 
others. Seniors much like myself, just a few 
months from graduation-dead. Teachers, 
students,	and	parents	sacrificing	their	lives	
for others. We’re here today to remember 
the victims, families, and community of 
MSDHS. They are dealing with unspeak-
able tragedy and we are inspired by their 
efforts	to	turn	to	action.	It	is	time	to	take	a	
stand and make our voices heard. We appre-
ciate the opportunity from Dr. Jeck and our 
administrators. If it weren’t for them, we 

couldn’t conduct this walkout in a peace-
ful and orderly fashion,” said Humphries.
 After her speech, a selected 17 
students read a small piece about each vic-
tim written by Humphries. At the close, 
Humphries	 thanked	 all	 students	 and	 staff	
for coming outside and instructed them 
to return peacefully inside. Students did 
so and they quietly returned to class. 
 Many classes, including students 
from Mrs. Claggett’s theatre II class held 
a short discussion upon returning inside.
 “I believe that students or parents 
shouldn't	be	terrified	to	go	to	school	every-
day. I feel as though nobody should be afraid 
to go outside because people can easily end 
their	 life,”	 said	 senior	McKenzie	 Proffitt.	
 “No child should have to go 
to school afraid that they might never 
leave. I should not have to be concerned 
that myself, or my friends, or my broth-
ers, could end up as a statistic. This vio-
lence has to stop, and we have to be the 
ones to make it happen. If nothing is 
done, the gun violence in this country 
will continue to worsen. We have to be 
the change,” said senior Sarah Hogestyn.
  Sophomore Is-
abella Machuca was a reader for 
one of the pieces about the victims.
 “I’m glad I got the opportunity to 
participate and I’m so glad so many peo-
ple showed up. I believe by talking about 
the victims, we can understand that they 
were just like us and didn’t deserve what 
happened to them. I think what happened 
to the victims was horrible and knowing 
that their families have to live on with-
out them is heartbreaking. I believe the 
walkout is for a good cause because it 
brings awareness to the issue of gun vio-
lence in a peaceful way. Any change we 
can make is important,” said Machuca. 
 “I walked out because I want 
to pay my respects. I give each fami-
ly member my deepest condolences. 
Those victims did not deserve to have 
their lives taken from them so young. 
Any parent should never have to outlive 
their child. For the siblings, from expe-
rience, it’s the worst to lose someone so 

close to you who has always been by your 
side,” said sophomore Jasmine Beverly. 
 Some students decid-
ed to peacefully stay inside, some-
thing that was also be respected.
 “I would like to honor the stu-
dents, but I don’t want to get involved 
politically,” said sophomore Olivia Ryan. 
 Many students did receive a 
lot of backlash from other people re-
garding the walkout. Some even used 
social media to comment on the walk-
out, calling the students who walked 
out names and demeaning them.
 “I am absolutely disgusted by all 
of the people who referred to us in that 
manner.	 It	 is	 perfectly	fine	 to	 disagree	or	
even	 have	 a	 different	 opinion,	 but	 it	 is	
completely	different	 to	call	us	names	and	
degrade us. The ceremony was honoring 
the victims, not anything like they were 
insinuating,” said senior Lauren Shutt.
 The next walkout is planned 
for April 20, 2018, the 19th anniversary 
of the Columbine High School shooting 
massacre. Details have not been released 
yet for this walkout, however, Hum-
phries and senior Vicky Machuca are 
also working on organizing this event.
 “A big thank you to all admin-
istration, Dr. Jeck, Madison Humphries, 
Vicky Machuca, SCA, and all seventeen 
readers and students for participating in 
this walkout and organizing it. It’s time to 
be the change!” said  sophomore Zoe Lowe. 

   Walk Out for Change
by Kristina Rigsby
~Editor-in-Chief

Students and teachers march out of LHS 
onto the football field at the walkout on 

March 14. Photo by Kailyn Aldi.

Junior Rebecca Garcia reads one of the 17 
obituaries. Photo by Sarah Cornell. 

Why Did YOU Walk Out? 

“I believe that something has to be done 
about the growing problem of gun violence 

in the US. The walkout is a way for us to 
make our voices heard, and help bring the 

change we desperately need.”
-senior Sarah Hogestyn

"i did the walkout because I believe what 
ever age you are you should have a voice, 
even if you can't vote. These kids that died 
were kids just like us, and we should be the 

voice of them now." 
-sophomore Ngozi Alia. 

“I have family, teachers, and friends.  
No one should be scared about their 

final days approaching.”
-sophomore Cora Inez Sheppard

“To me, this walkout symbolizes change 
and provides students the opportunity 

to voice their concerns. Both Liberty and 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas are Eagles, and 

eagles soar together.”
-senior Madison Humphries

Why is staff reporter Keely Crane 
holding a delicious chocolate doughnut? 

Find out on page 5! 
Photo by Zack Learnard. 
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The Patriot Press
The Patriot Press is a student produced 
newspaper published monthly during 
every school year. Every issue contains 
student written articles, and is designed by 
students. Our mission is to publish news, 
information, and opinion articles for the 

school and for our community.

The Fall 2017 
Patriot Press Staff 

Kristina Rigsby: Editor-in-Chief
Makaela Kestner: Sports Editor 

Zack Learnard: Entertainment Editor
Kristina Rigsby: Center-spread 

Editor
Zoe Lowe: Center-spread Editor

Zoe Lowe: Features Editor 
Brianna Yates: VIewpoint

Keely Carne: Staff Reporter 
Jasmine Beverly: Staff Reporter
Payton Deeney: Staff Reporter
Hannah Quang: Staff Reporter 
Leann Chloros: Staff Reporter

Maria Maginniss: Staff Reporter
Kayla Wines: Staff Reporter 

Ms. Lisa Beth Miller: Adviser

Letter to the 
Editor Policy

Letters to the editor are welcomed and 
will be published as space allows. Letters 
must be signed, although the staff may 
withhold the name on request. The paper 
reserves the right to edit letters for clarity. 
All letters are subject to laws governing 
obscenity, libel, privacy, and disruption 
of the school process, as are all contents 
of the school paper. Opinions in letters 
are not necessarily those of the staff, nor 
should any other opinion expressed in 
public forum be construed as the opinions 
or policy of the administration, unless so 

attributed.   

 The outdoors club is 
now a new addition to the LHS 
clubs. Started by history teach-
er Mr. Jim O’Brokta and se-
nior Joshua Kolba, the outdoors 
club was created to invite peo-
ple who enjoy being outside to 
gather together. Many people 
in the LHS community have 
decided to join outdoors club.
 “I started the club as 
a way for  students and teach-
ers to interact with one anoth-
er outside of the classroom 
while exploring the world 
that we live in,” said Kolba.
 “The goal of the club 
is to provide an opportunity for 
students to be active while ex-
periencing the wonders of na-
ture and developing new friend-
ships,” said Mr. O’Brokta.
 “Liberty Outdoors Club 
will be a way for students to get 
in touch with their adventur-
ous side while connecting with 
members who share similar in-
terests, outside of the classroom 
and traditional school setting. 
 Liberty Outdoors Club 
will provide students with the 
opportunity to explore the world 
we live in and the different 
types of activities that can be 
performed in our own environ-
ment. Liberty Outdoors Club 
will continue to implement the 

fundamentals of leadership, high 
expectations, and service in a 
real-world setting,” said Kolba.
 “We are starting with 
some hiking events.  We just 
did a small hike at Whitney 
State Forest after school on 
Wednesday.  For our next hike 
we want to do a more challeng-
ing one on a Saturday, perhaps 
Old Rag sometime in April.  
 Beyond hiking, we hope 
to add other outdoor activities 
including boating, fishing, and 
perhaps skiing and snowboard-
ing.  We would also like to do 
some service work, for example 
by volunteering to clean a road 
or park,” said Mr. O’Brokta.
 “Overall it was a really 
fun, enjoyable hike at the Whitney 
State Forest. I would definitely do 
it again,” said Kolba.  
 Many of the students 
that are involved in outdoors club 
either are very actively involved 
in nature already or might have 
some kind of goal they would 
like to reach by joining this club.
 “I want to see more 
of what this state has to of-
fer and I want to try to live 
a more enriching lifestyle,” 

said junior Claire Fetgatter.
 “I live for going out-
doors and beholding what the 
Lord created. I am excited for 
what is to come throughout the 
year- we have a lot planned 
(not really planned just ideas)!” 
said freshman Andrew Yates.
 Those who are high-
ly involved in the club are ex-
cited to see all that will be 
happening with this club.
 “I’m most excited to 
see the connections that will be 
made between different types 
of students as they put them-
selves in different situations, 
outside of the classroom. We 
are also looking into doing com-
munity service projects such as 
roadside clean-ups,” said Kolba
 Interested in joining this 
brand new club? See Mr.  Jim 
O’Brokta in room 207 either be-
fore of after school; he can give you 
additional information on upcom-
ing events and planning meetings.
“We would definitely wel-
come  new additional mem-
bers to the outdoors club!” 
added senior Josh Kolba.
 

LHS is Going Outdoors With
 a New Club

 by Kristina Rigsby
~Editor-in-Chief

 The 2018 Liberty High 
School Yearbook is finally fin-
ished! The yearbook staff of-
ficially finished the book on 
March 7th. The theme is “Small 
Town Big Dreams,” also fea-
tured on the book’s vivid cover. 
 “I’ve had yearbook all 
year and it has been cool to see 
the book go from start to finish. It 
took a lot of work and time but we 
got it done. Taking the class has 
taught me to be a better writer, 
more social, and more organized,” 
said sophomore Wilfredo Velasco.
 This year, the distri-
bution of the yearbooks will be 
different since there is no home-
room. The yearbook and news-
paper staff will help pass them 
out during Eagle Block. Each 
grade level, starting with seniors, 
will be called to report to room 
264, Miss Miller’s classroom. 
 “I’m so excited to 
give out this year’s yearbook 
because it has very good con-
tent. I also really like the year-
book,” said yearbook staff mem-
ber Elizabeth Padilia-Delgado.
 “I wasn’t here last 
year so I don’t really know 
how that worked, but I’m excit-
ed to help pass out  yearbooks 
this year during Eagle Blocks,” 

said freshman Alexxus Evans.
 It is not too late to buy 
a 2018 LHS Yearbook! Report to 
room 264 or finance for a form. 
Can’t pay the full amount of 
$105? Set up a payment plan and 
pay in small amounts until you’ve 
paid it off. Staff members will 
frequently remind you how much 
money you owe. Or you can or-
der at www.jostensyearbooks.
com; payment plans are avail-
able online too. There are limited 
books left (just 24 per grade lev-
el), so make sure to turn in a form 
as soon as possible. You don’t 
want to miss this year's yearbook! 

Update: Yearbooks 
Coming to you in 

Eagle Block
by Jasmine Beverly & Zoe Lowe

~ Contributing Reports 
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 This year Liberty High 
School is hosting a 5K Col-
or Fun Run on Saturday April 
21th, 2018 at 8:30 a.m. Stu-
dents should register by April 
7th, 2018 at Events.myschool-
colorrun.com to secure a race 
bib, color packet, and a t-shirt.
 “I am super excited to 
be participating in the color run 
at Liberty with my mom, because 
it is a fun way to get out and be 
active while living life in color. 
There is nothing better than get-
ting out and exercising on a Sat-
urday morning with my mom,” 
said senior Kristina Rigsby
 The  color fun run is 
an exciting way to raise mon-
ey for your school. It is a 
fundraising event where par-
ticipants are doused in color 
powder, paint, and so much 
more. A 5K run is 3.1068 miles.
 It is said that a color run 
is known as the “happiest 5,000 
meters on the planet” according 
to thecolorrun.com. It is a unique 
paint race. It celebrates happi-
ness, healthiness, and individ-
uality. It is now one of the larg-
ests running series in the world. 
 The color run was 
first held in Phoenix, Arizona 

in March of 2011. About 6,000 
people joined this color run.  It 
was created by Travis Snyder, 
who was a Utah event producer. 
In 2012, it was held in 50 cities 
across the US according to thecol-
orrun.com and thecolorvibe.com
 Running a 5K color 
run may take some training. You 
should prepare your body for the 
3.12 miles. Some ways to pre-
pare for a 5K color run could be 
something like eating breakfast 
to give you energy for the run. 
Another thing that could help is 
building up endurance and stami-
na. Building up endurance and 
stamina could help you in a lot of 
different activities too. Ways to 
build these up could be working 
out on a daily with running a mile, 
with periods of walking, and every 
day try to take less walking time. 
Some ways to run the color run 
could include set periods of time 
where you run, and periods of 
time where you should walk. 
Make sure to keep time for wa-
ter breaks too! Also make sure to 
stay very hydrated, water is key 
in keeping your body healthy. 
A color fun run sould be some-

thing fun, easy, and active. It 
is a super easy way to have fun 
with family, friends, or even by 
yourself while staying active 
and having colors thrown at you. 
 “The junior class offi-
cers approached me with the idea 
last spring so we got to work on 
planning the color run. We hope 
to raise a lot of money and to be 
able to host more run events at 
LHS. We also hope to have 100 
people signed up by April 7th. 
It is $25.00, and registered 
runners/walkers can pick-up 
their shirts and color packets 
the morning of the race. Par-
ticipants will be sprayed with 
washable color powder during 
the race, and participate in a 
color celebration at the end. 
It is a fun way to get active while 
walking or running with friends 
or family. It is a run or walk 
event. If planning to run a 5K 
for the first time there are a lot 
of count to 5K apps new runners 
can use,” said Mrs. Gustafson.
 If you have any ques-
tions you can see Mrs. Gus-
tafson in room 212, or email her 
at ashley.gustafson@fcps1.org.

5K Color Fun Run
by Zoe Lowe

~Features Editor

 There is a new way to 
help students write essays for 
their classes. The new club is 
called Writer’s Block, which hap-
pens to be during Eagle Block 
every Monday through Thurs-
day. This is to help people with 
assigned essays and papers for 
the school semester, depend-
ing on the kinds of classes they 
are taking. Nothing like this has 
ever been offered at this school, 
so it is definitely a change for the 
better. Not only that, this could 
help people who aren’t good at 
writing essays or starting essays.
 “There was a definite 
need to have a place where stu-
dents could go and get help 
with their writing for any pa-
per or assignment,” said En-
glish teacher Mrs. Adrian.
 It is the perfect place 
for peer review of students’ work 
where peer tutors can help get 
students on the right track for 
their assignment. Students must 
bring in a paper copy of their as-
signment and the rubric for said 
assignment. Peer review is a great 
idea, as many people are better at 
writing papers than others, and it 
helps you get a solid grasp on cer-
tain subjects. This can also help 
when people can’t get a good 
idea for a thesis or a conclusion.
Not only is it perfect for peer re-
view, it is a perfect time to get ad-
vice so that students know what 
to do before starting. It allows one 
person to retain what they know 
and apply it to another one, so 
that they can improve their writ-
ing add onto what they already 
know. It creates a way to build 
up your own strength in writing.

 “I went to Writer’s 
Block to get my English essay 
checked so I could make sure it 
ws right and to get some extra 
credit from my teacher. It was a 
good experience for me and defi-
nitely helped me to improve my 
paper,” said junior Derek Fogle.
 The Writer’s Block ex-
perience has thus far been a posi-
tive one for both the tutors and the 
customers. “Tutoring is fun and it 
helps me as well as the students 
with communicating and writ-
ing,” said senior Nathan Wilkins.
 The Writer’s Block 
tutors learn something about 
writing too, and they encour-
age others to let their ideas flow 
through them and let them write 
what they know. Not only that, 
they encourage students to also 
organize their ideas on paper 
or at least write them down so 
that they can remember them.
 “I was excited to be 
able to help people writing their 
papers and help my peers,” 
said senior Genna Hebert.
 Many of the student tu-
tors enjoy helping their peers and 
helping people be the best they can 
be as a writer. It shows that a lot 
of students are willing to help out 
their peers and give them advice.
  Want to take advantage 
of this fabulous  tutoring service?  
Just sign up through the Writ-
er’s Block link on Blackboard. 
Appointments are available 
Monday-Thursday during Eagle 
Block in room 126, which is Mrs. 
Adrian’s room. Be sure t bring 
your paper, your assignment 
sheet, and your grading rubric!

Writer’s Block Debuts 
During Eagle Block

Maria Maginniss
~Staff Reporter

Seniors Brianna Saylor and Merin Lemoine prepare 
to help other students with their writing assignments. 

Photo by Maria Maginniss.

 On February 10th 2018, 
Snapchat released a new update 
and instantly everyone started 
disliking the new update. Right 
away, the people that hated the 
new Snapchat update were mes-
saging, tweeting, and posting 
to Snapchat about them want-
ing to change Snapchat back 
to the previous version it was.
 Some reporters and peo-
ple that have Snapchat hate this 
new update, but some of the peo-
ple actually like the new update. 
 At first people were 
bewildered out of their minds 
when they saw the new up-
date. Reports like: “They didn’t 
know how to use Snapchat,” or 
“Please make Snapchat back to 
the way it was,” and even, “I’m 
never using Snapchat again,” all 
raised from the angered people 
that purly hated this new update. 
 Some of the people 
that really hate the new update 
have gone around social media 
and said that Snapchat said that 
they might change Snapchat 
back in the next month. People 
that also hated the new update 
have gone out and rated the app 
a one or two star because they 
really hate this new update. 
 I’ve even gone out 

and asked some students from 
Liberty and the majority of 
the people I’ve asked said that 
they hated the update and hope 
that Snapchat changes it soon. 
 Yet again some of the 
people I asked said that they liked 
the new change. I even did a poll 
on my Instagram story, but it was 
a close tie to whether or not they 
like the new update. Again, lots of 
people said they disliked the up-
date, but the people that liked the 
new update were closely behind 
the people that disliked the update. 
 See, people either hate, 
like, or are in between with this 
update. Even though some people 
despise or like the update, I’m in 
between with this new update. I  
dislike it and love it at the same 
time. Something about the update 
that I personally dislike about it is 
that I can see my friend’s story on 
their Bitmoji icon and sometimes 
that can get annoying. Also with 
the people who post freely like 
celebrities, on that side I rarely 
go over onto that page. Plus, af-
ter dealing with the new update 
for a while now I’m used to it.

 Some things that I abso-
lutely like about the new Snap-
chat update is that they updated 
the Bitmoji and it looks excellent. 
They got that part really good and 
a whole lot of people said that 
they really loved the new update 
for the Bitmoji. Another thing 
that I loved about the new Snap-
chat update is that it feels newer 
and cleaner. Just something about 
the new update makes  Snapchat 
look much nicer. The old Snap-
chat was dull in my opinion and 
after the new update came, BAM! 
Everything looks much better. 
 I think the update is 
okay in both ways. Whether 
your feelings torward this new 
version are  hating it, liking it, 
or just in between, Snapchat 
is most likely going to change 
and reverse the update soon. 
 I want Snapchat to re-
verse the update soon and hope-
fully some of the things in the new 
update stay the same and some of 
the bads things I dislike get taken 
out. Even though I’m starting to 
like the update, I hope Snapchat 
just reverses the update so people 
will stop complaining about it. 

Should Snapchat Reverse The New 
Update?

by Leann Chloros
~Staff Reporter 
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What’s On Your Playlist?

Juniors Creating a 
Magical Prom

by Hannah Quang
~ Staff Reporter

 Liberty High School 
is hosting a Prom for all attend-
ing juniors and seniors on April 
28th. The dance will be held at 
Lord Fairfax Community Col-
lege, located in Warrenton, Vir-
ginia. It will last from 8pm to 
12 am. Any juniors and seniors 
interested in coming have to pay 
$30 per ticket. Tickets go on sale 
starting April 16th and can be 
purchased at the finance office. 
 Tickets will be sold 
until 3:00 pm on April 27th. 
The theme for this year’s prom 
will be an enchanted forest. Ju-
nior class officers plan on hav-
ing lots of floral decorations 
and white lights. The color 
scheme will be green, metal-
lic gold, and white. The officers 
are excited about the new loca-
tion because of the amount of 
space they’ll be able to decorate.
Hosting Prom at the Fauqui-
er Fairgrounds has been a Lib-
erty tradition, however, due to 
how large of an event Liberty 
Prom is, it was cut along with a 
number of events Fauquier Fair-
grounds decided they would no 
longer host. Though Liberty’s 
tradition of having their prom 
at Fauquier Fairgrounds ended, 
it started the tradition of having 
prom located at Lord Fairfax. 
 Current seniors, great-
ly appreciated this change. 
Many thought the fairgrounds 
were too hot and crowded for 
an event this large. This year, 
many have decided they will at-
tend due to the location change.
Many juniors and seniors are 
excited and planning on at-
tending the Prom this year.
“Me and my friends are trying 
rent a limo but yeah we’re ex-
cited,” said junior Trent Parker.
“Prom to me is a place where 
you can share more memories 
to your high school experience 
with who you care about, it’s 
surely something to look back 
at and reminisce from,” said 
junior Patricia Montecinos.
“I am planning on going to din-
ner before prom with my boy-
friend and then attempting to be 
a little late. I feel like four hours 
is a really long time for me, so 
breaking it up will be great. I’m 
so excited. My dress is blue and 

my boyfriend is wearing bur-
gundy. It’s going to be great,” 
said senior Kristina Rigsby. 
“I will maybe go. Probably if 
my friends really want me to,” 
said senior Zachary Learnard.
“I am looking forward to going to 
Prom,” said senior Brianna Yates.
This year’s prom will be located 
on two floors in the Wolk Hall 
building at Lord Fairfax. The 
Wolk Hall building is located 
on campus at 6480 College St., 
Warrenton, VA 20187-8820. The 
atrium upstairs will be for snacks, 
drinks, and talking. Downstairs 
will be where the dancing takes 
place. In addition, outside there is 
patio if guests wish to take a break 
from the music and sit out there. 
 Prom music will be con-
trolled by a combination of DJs 
and MCs. They will be using 
both sound equipment and lots 
of large video monitors to create 
a fun atmosphere for students. 
If students wish to request any 
songs, there is a song request box 
located outside the main office. 
They may also tell junior class 
officers what they’d like to hear.
 Attire for Prom is strict-
ly formal. Any casual clothing 
worn to the dance will not be per-
mitted. Students may wear tuxe-
dos, suits, and dresses. However, 
if students wish to save money, 
they may wear a white dress shirt 
with black pants and rent a vest 
and tie. Students are able to rent 
tuxedos at Warrenton Jewelers 
or local menswear stores. Do-
nated dresses and accessories are 
available at guidance for free.
 The Prom Court will 
be announced towards the 
end of the night at 10:00. The 
Prom Court will be nominat-
ed in the weeks before Prom.
 If students wish to 
bring a guest to Prom, they 
must fill out a permission form 
for the person that does not 
attend Liberty High School. 
The latest these forms may be 
turned in is Tuesday, April 24th.
 “I am confident that this 
year’s Prom will be amazing. I am 
so excited about the new venue 
and our fun theme,” said Ms. Lisa 
Miller, the junior class sponsor.

This Song Is Not That Hot
by Claire Fetgatter

~Entertainment Editor

 The journey to finding 
the song “Sriracha” by Marteen 
was a relatively weird one. Liber-
ty Publications was sent a bunch 
of posters, stickers, calendars, 
and promotional items for two 
artists from GoMoxie, a compa-
ny that we’re partnered with to 
review music from artists they 
sponsor. One of the posters really 
perplexed me. When I first looked 
at it, my thoughts were centered 
on the face of the artist. He looks 
out at the viewer forlornly, his 
head tilted in a manner befitting a 
person in a solemn painting. Then 
I saw the big bottle of sriracha 
next to his head and noticed the 
poster was in the shape of a srira-
cha bottle. All my serious artistic 
judgement flew out the window.  
 Just like the promotional 
poster, the thing with this song is 
that it could be good, but several 
factors make it so that I can’t take 
it too seriously. I’m optimistic, 
though. I think Marteen has raw 
talent that just needs to be har-
nessed in a way that will make a 
good song.
 As you can guess from 
all the promotional items, this 
song is about sriracha. Kind of. 
It’s basically an extended meta-
phor where he compares his girl 
to sriracha. The music video is 
more cheesy than spicy. The vid-
eo is pretty much Marteen sitting 
on the hood of nice cars and some 
dancers wearing “Little ‘Racha” 
jumpsuits dancing. The song it-
self is like hip-hop, but I’m not 
exactly sure that’s a path Marteen 
should pursue. From what I have 
seen in this debut song, he forc-
es rhymes and doesn’t sing in a 
rhythmic way that makes what he 
says interesting. 
 I don’t listen to too 

much hip-hop save Common, 
clipping a little Talib Kweli, and 
Hamilton, if that even counts as 
hip-hop. What really draws me to 
these artists are the stories they 
weave with some of their songs 
and the fact that they either rap 
in a tune or belt out lyrics in a 
rhythmic way that interacts well 
with the background music.  
 “Sriracha” doesn’t real-
ly have a storyline and Marteen 
does nothing to make what he’s 
saying more interesting. When it 
comes to a bit of the refrain and 
when the song cools down, how-
ever, Marteen has the voice of an 
angel. I just wish he would sing 
the lyrics instead of belt them out 
without thinking of trying to keep 
a beat..
 Marteen is probably go-
ing to get better. After all, this is 
his first single on Spotify. If he 
wants to keep up the image he’s 
trying to make for himself as a 
rapper, he needs to figure out a 
way to make it sound like he’s not 

just reading off poetry. He really 
does have potential, though. If he 
decided to become a pop star, he 
would become world-famous in 
a week. Even now as I’m writing 
this and listening to “Sriracha” 
on repeat, I’m bopping my head 
to the tune itself. It’s really just 
the awkwardness of the weird 
rhyme of “sriracha” and “watch 
ya,” the rapping part of the re-
frain, and the weirdness of the 
posters and music video.
 I really want Marteen 
to get better. He’s sixteen or so, 
so it makes sense that he isn’t the 
best at rapping and wants to have 
a music video with cool cars and 
cute girls. He has some raw tal-
ent that will help him make better 
music if he plays to his strengths. 
Marteen is definitely an artist that 
you should look out for in a cou-
ple of years. He should be able to 
go far with more experience.

Photo courtesy of Talon Yearbook Staff.

 Cynthia Sanchez-      
Sophomore

1.Joji - “Demons”

2.AJR - “ Drama”

3.Isaac Gracie - “Love ( ain't always 
good )”

4. Rex Orange County - “Sunflower”

5.Edward Sharp & The magnetic - 
“Home”

6. Drake - “Fake Love“

7.Jon Bellion - “Luxury” 

8.Artic Monkeys - “Love Is a Laser-
quest”

9.Lukas Graham - “You’re Not 
There”

10.Fergie - “Fergalicious” 

1.Adele - “Skyfall”

2.Three Dog Night - “One is the 
Loneliest”

3.Simon & Garfunkel - “Sound of 
Silence”

4.Simon & Garfunkel - “Mrs. 
Robinson”

5.AJR - “Netflix Trip”

6.Hank Ballard and The Midnighters 
- “Finger Poppin’ Time”

7.The Proclaimers - “500 Miles”

8.The Beatles - “Yellow Submarine”

9.Hanz Zimmer - “Time”

10.The Tokens - “The Lion Sleeps 
Tonight”

         Nathan Gregory -  
Senior

1.The Killers - “Mr. Brightside”

2.Twenty One Pilots - “Tear in my 
Heart”

3.Oasis - “Wonder Wall”

4.Nirvana - “Smells like Teen Spirit”

5.Weezer - “The Sweater Song”

6.AJR - “Netflix Trip”

7.I Don’t Know How But They 
Found Me - “Choke”

8.My Chemical Romance - “I  Don’t 
Love You”

9.Blink 182 - “First Date”

10.The Chainsmokers - “Sick Boy”

Kaylie Albers - 
Freshmen



5 March/April 2018

Powderpuff Girls
by Keely Crane

~Staff Reporter
 Finally, it is every-
one’s favorite time of the year! 
On April 20th, any girl that at-
tends Liberty High School will 
be able to participate in the an-
nual Powderpuff football game. 
The Powderpuff football game is 
just flag football played by girls. 
The teams are seperated into 
the different classes: freshman, 
sophomore, junior, and senior.
Last year during the Powder-
puff game, it was a tie between 
the freshman and senior class-
es. This year, people have many 
ideas who could take the trophy.
“The seniors are taking the 
trophy this year,” said se-
nior Madison Humphries.
 Humphries has com-
peted in the Powderpuff game 
the past three years and this 
will be her last year participat-
ing. She usually switches be-
tween playing quarterback and 
wide receiver and she loves ev-
ery second of playing football.
“Powderpuff is tons of fun! 
It provides me with an op-
portunity to hang out with 
people who I don’t normally 
get to see,” said Humphries.
 Junior Sarah Carty is 
also ready to play in the Pow-
derpuff game this year. Although 
she has participated before, she 
wasn’t able to play that much 
due to her tearing her ACL. For 
Sarah, Powderpuff has always 
been her favorite time because 
she has always loved football.
“My favorite thing about par-
ticipating in Powderpuff is that 
it just gives me another chance 
to play football because it’s 
my favorite sport,” said Carty.
Sarah usually switches be-
tween quarterback and wide 
receiver, much like Hum-
phries. Sarah is very confident 
about this year and believes 
the junior class will do great.
“I think that our team will do 
pretty well against the oth-
er classes considering the tal-
ent we have,” said Carty.
 Also for the junior class, 
Noelle Crane is excited to play in 
the football game this year. This 
is her first year participating in 
Powderpuff but she believes the 

junior class has the ability to win.
“I think our junior class has the 
potential to do great against 
the other classes,” said Crane.
 Noelle usually will 
switch between playing wide 
receiver and running back 
and she believes that the 
sophomore class will give 
them a challenge this year.
“I think the sophomore class 
will give us the biggest compe-
tition this year because they have 
good athletes that play in the 
Powderpuff game,” said Crane.
 For freshman Lenea 
Crockett, she is very excited for 
being able to participate in the 
Powderpuff game because it is 
her very first time being able to do 
this! She is ready to face any chal-
lenge and believes that the fresh-
men class will do great this year.
“I think we will work hard, 
do our best and beat who 
we can,” said Crockett.
 Crockett usually 
plays wide receiver and she 
is very excited about being 
able to try new things and to 
be on the Powderpuff team.
Last year for the freshmen class, 
the coaches were Coach Duda and 
Coach Nguyen but this year there 
is a change of scenery. Mr. Jim 
O’Brokta will be the freshmen 
class Powderpuff coach this year 
and he is ready to take the trophy.
“Our game plan is simple- we 
will win while having a lot of 
fun and showing good sports-
manship,” said Mr. O’Brokta.
 This is Mr. O’Brokta’s 
very first year being the head 
coach for a Powderpuff game and 
he is very excited to be able to 
coach and see how the game goes.
“The freshmen have a lot of 
raw talent. I look forward to 
helping them use their tal-
ents as a cohesive team for the 
first time,” said Mr. O’Brokta. 
 If you decided not to 
participate in the Powderpuff 
football game this year, try to 
come out to the game and sup-
port your class. The game will 
be held on April 20th right af-
ter school. Powderpuff is ex-
citing and lots of fun so try 
not to miss out on this game!

  Food Wars: The Ultimate   
 Donut Showdown

Photo courtesy of Talon Yearbook Staff.

by Leann Chloros
~Staff Reporter 

 There is a major ques-
tion about what doughnut shop 
is better. Recently people have 
been wondering about whether 
Dunkin’ Donuts, or Duck Donuts 
is better. Both in my opinion and 
other people opinions say that 
they are all good, but the real 
question remains… Which real 
donut shop is better? 
 Both  Dunkin’ Donuts 
and Duck Donuts sell wonderful 
and tasty doughnuts. Of course 
both of the stores also sell oth-
er food options and drinks such 
as coffee, soda, or the morning 
breakfast meals. But there are a 
lot of different types of dough-
nuts from these two doughnut 
shops. There are a lot of holiday 
doughnuts, special ones, and the 
common ones in both stores. 
 On a Wednesday, my 
mom bought me donuts from 
Dunkin’ and Duck donuts. She 
told me she got them when I was 
on the bus. When I finally got 
home from school, my nose was 
filled with the scent of hot and 
fresh donuts. Over on the dining 
room table, I saw the two boxes 
of both Duck and Dunkin’ sit-
ting on the table just waiting for 
somebody to open the box and 
eat the delicious donuts. I then 
walked over and sat down at the 
dinner table and got out one each 

of the donuts from the two box-
es. Both of them had chocolate 
icing and you could tell that they 
had just come out of the bakery. 
After I settled down, I began to 
eat the two doughnuts. Both of 
them were really great, but I just 
couldn't decide which one was 
the better one! 
 When I went out to ask 
some people about whether they 
liked Dunkin’, or Duck’s do-
nuts, some of them didn't even 
knew what Duck Donuts was. 
For the people who did try both 
the Dunkin’ Donuts and Duck 
Donuts, they seemed to be close 
when I got the votes. Some peo-
ple at this school think that Duck 
Donuts is better than Dunkin’, 
but also some people think that 
Dunkin’ is better than Duck’s. 
 Now for the doughnuts 
in Duck Donuts, the donuts that 
they are selling are all drappled 
and drizzled with amazing and 
exotic food topings. For exam-
ple, one donut from Duck Do-
nuts is a chocolate covered donut 
with oreo crumbs drizzled on top 
of the chocolate icing. Another 
example is a maple icing donut 
with chopped bacon on top of the 
creamy icing and the other donuts 
are all good option from this store 
too. 
 Dunkin’ Donuts also 

sells similar donuts to Duck Do-
nuts. They have glazed, chocolate 
glazed, glazed blueberry, jelly, 
sprinkles, powdered, cinnamon, 
sugared, old fashioned, straw-
berry frosted, vanilla frosted, 
and chocolate frosted. There are 
also way more other food options 
from Dunkin’. Now all of these 
donuts are really good for exam-
ple, the chocolate glazed donut 
is really good with it’s chocolate 
filling. Another donut, vanilla 
frosted with sprinkles is also an-
other good donut option from the 
store. 
 Even though some peo-
ple like either one of these dough-
nuts shops, or any others out 
there in the world, I encourage 
you to try both Dunkin’ Donuts 
and Duck Donuts. These two ex-
cellent stores sell wonderful and 
tasty doughnuts and other deli-
cious treats on their menus. So go 
out there and eat the good food in 
both of these stores. 
 The winner for the food 
wars will have to go to Dunkin’ 
Donuts. Not because I really liked 
Dunkin’ Donuts, but because the 
majority of votes said they liked 
Dunkin’ better. Not only that, but 
also because of the delicious do-
nuts they make. 

It looks like a nice donut. I’ve 
never had Dunkin Donuts before, 

so I’m quite excited.” 
-Maria Maginniss

I will always choose Boston 
Kreme because I feel like you get 
more donut...also it reminds me 

of my childhood becuase I would 
always get one on Sunday 

after church.”
-Payton Deeney

“My favorite type of doughnut 
is just a regular glazed doughnut 

from Dunkin Donuts.” 
-Zoe Lowe

Entertainment
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 On Valentine’s Day, Feb-
ruary 14, 2018, a 19-year old man 
walked into a Florida High School 
and opened fire on innocent high 
school students and teachers. 
He shamelessly killed 17 peo-
ple and injured countless others.
 On December 14, 2012, 
a man walked into Sandy Hook 
Elementary school in Connecti-
cut and killed 26 people. 20 of 
those people were first graders. 
 On October 1, 2017, 
a man opened fire at a country 
music festival in Las Vegas. He 
killed 58 people and injured 851.
 On April 20, 1999 two 
high school students walked into 
Columbine High School and 
killed 12 students, along with 1 
teacher. They continued to in-
jure 21 people, ultimately taking 
their own lives in the cafeteria.
 What do all of these 
shootings have in common? You 
may be thinking, “Oh, well they 
all lost people” or “Well they were 
all shootings”. And you’re right. 
But there’s one key factor here.
 All of these shoot-
ings were made attainable by 
an assault rifle or semi-au-
tomatic/automatic weapon. 
 In case you don’t be-
lieve me, I have facts. According 

to USA Today, the Sandy Hook 
shooter used an AR-15 style weap-
on to commit the mass shooting.
 The Vegas shooter used an 
AR-15, along with many other 
semi-automatic weapons, to shoot 
and injure the countless victims. 
The Columbine killers used 
a semi-automatic weapon in 
the majority of their attack. 
In the Texas church shooting, 
the shooter used a Rugar AR566 
semi automatic rifle in his attack. 
Lastly, the Florida shooter 
used an AR-15 to kill 17 peo-
ple at Parkland High School. 
 The list goes on and on. 
There is a serious trend here. Most 
of America has become so numb 
to the pain that they refuse to look 
at details and figure out why these 
things keep happening. Instead of 
finding a solution, most of Amer-
ica is deciding to argue and fight 
about which side is the “right” side 
rather than find a logical solution.
 We are watching in our 
living rooms, bars, restaurants, 
bedrooms, watching children be-
ing killed innocently. We see one 
at least every day.   
 According to the Wash-
ington Post, as of February 15, 
there have been 18 mass shoot-
ings in America. Instead of push-

ing for new legislation or fighting 
for change, what are we doing?
 Most of America is sit-
ting on their phones, arguing with 
a conservative over the thoughts 
of a liberal. We’re sitting on our 
couches, watching the news 
screech about another victim.  
We get up from it just to sit back 
down. We lay down to it. We close 
our eyes to it. And then, we sleep 
to it. And we wake up again the 
next day to do it all over again.
 It’s time for a change. 
As a high school student, I know 
that there is a possibility that a 
deranged individual might walk 
into my school and kill me. Dep-
uty Meyer is a wonderful human 
being and a fantastic SRO. I am 
so aware he is doing everything 
he can to make us safe, and for 
that, I thank him graciously.
 But there still is no 
guarantee. It’s time for change 
and since the adults of this 
generation won’t do anything 
about it but shut us off be-
cause of a laundry detergent 
pod challenge, I’m stepping up.
 In my opinion, I think 
lawmakers should ban the buy-
ing and selling of assault rifles, 
semi-automatic, and automatic 
weapons. You might be thinking 

this is too drastic and will nev-
er happen, but on February 28, 
Dick’s Sporting Goods made it 
a rule that no one under 21 can 
buy a gun in their stores and they 
will stop selling assault, semi-au-
tomatic, and automatic weapons. 
 This absolutely is a 
gun issue. Yes, mental health 
needs to be addressed as well. 
But I want you to think of some-
thing. Take a mentally unstable 
person and put them in a room 
with other people. Take away 
the weapon from his hands. Will 
he still shoot people? No. He’s 
in a room with no weapons. 
 It is simply ludicrous to 
assume that even though someone 
is in the mindset of killing inno-
cent people, we should just hand 
them a gun because “they’d still 
find a way to get one anyways.”
 I don’t know about you, 
but I’m done seeing this hap-
pen. I don’t ever want to wake 
up to another school shooting, 
I don’t want to see any of my 
friends killed. And I certainly 
am tired of walking into school 
every morning wondering if I’m 
going to make it home that day.
 We can’t just keep sit-
ting by and watching all of this 
happen. I don’t want to take away 

all guns because some law-abid-
ing citizens use them responsibly. 
However, in my opinion, there is 
no logical reason for any civilian 
to own an assault rifle. They are 
called assault rifles for a reason.
 To add on, if you read 
above, you will see that I did not 
use any of the shooter’s names. 
In this article, I want people to 
focus on the issue, not the per-
son.  Instead, let’s remem-
ber Scott Beigel. Josephine Gay. 
Noah Pozner. Chase Kowalski. If 
you don’t recognize any of those 
names, maybe you should take 
a step back and think about it.
 “It hasn’t affected me 
yet.” You’re absolutely right. It 
affected those children killed. 
They are no longer here. And 
I think that it is time to take 
a stand for those who can’t.
 In conclusion, ban-
ning the sale and purchase of 
assault rifles, semi-automat-
ic, and automatic weapons 
may not get rid of school and 
mass shootings altogether. But 
isn’t my life worth it to try? 

Gun Control: We Must Stand for Those Who Can’t
by Kristina Rigsby
~Editor-in-Chief

 With the recent shoot-
ing at Parkland High School, and 
the shootings at Sandy Hook El-
ementary School and Columbine 
High School, some people are 
panicking over the debate of gun 
control, and the need for strict-
er gun laws. All of that is along 
with enhancing the security of 
schools. It’s every administra-
tor’s goal to make us feel safe ev-
eryday when we come to school. 
 “I feel safe in school 
because there is no reason not 
to. I trust Deputy Meyer and the 
school’s administration team 
will do everything in their power 
to keep me and my peers safe,” 
said senior Andrew Powers. 
 “I feel very safe in our 
school, knowing that every adult 
will do what they can to keep us 
safe,” said junior Jesus Aguilar. 
 When the school is in 
lockdown all students not only 

depend on their teachers to keep 
them safe, but they should depend 
on each other as well. Everyone 
has to work together, and do their 
part in order to keep everyone safe. 
 For example, a few 
students could work together 
to move a table or desk in front 
of the door, or maybe a stu-
dent could help others to calm 
down and contact authorities.
 “We have many sys-
tems in place for a variety of 
situations that may occur on, or 
around campus. For example, 
we have one called CopSync, 
which allows us to contact the 
police with the click of a mouse,” 
said English teacher Mrs. Clark. 
 Now here’s an inter-
esting question. Would you help 
a peer who is in danger? Not a 
friend, but people who you’ve 
seen before around school, but 
haven’t particularly spoken 

with. Someone you don’t know 
well. What would you do? This 
can be a mixed bag of answers. 
 Some say that they 
would help others in a heart-
beat, but some say that if they 
don’t know said person that 
well, then they won’t risk put-
ting their life in danger for them. 
 “I would definitely 
help a peer that is in danger, no 
matter what the circumstanc-
es. A human life is too pre-
cious to let go of so easily, ” 
said senior Carlye Ramsburg. 
 Lockdowns are meant 
to be taken in an extremely seri-
ous matter. Turn off all the lights 
in the room, lock and barricade 
the door, and hide in the farthest 
corner of the room. That’s what 
we’ve all been told. But some 
people have their own methods 
they personally use to help them-
selves calm down in situations 

like this. Some breathe in and 
out slowly, and some might count 
certain objects around the room 
in an attempt to help take their 
mind off of the situation for a bit.
  “I’m a very religious 
person, so if someone were to 
enter the school with a loaded 
weapon, I would pray, because 
it would help me calm down and 
stop me from panicking,” said 
sophomore Victoria Boutwell. 
 Again, when in lock-
down, the whole school has 
to come and work together in 
order to figure out how we re-
solve this problem. And in 
some cases, in order to be safe 
we have to put our lives in 
harm’s way to protect others. 
 “I will do every-
thing in my power to keep 
those around me safe,” said  
freshman Gracie Derby. 
 And while students 

may just be like this simply out 
of the kindness of their hearts, 
it is a priority for teachers. 
 “I am willing to do 
anything in order to keep my 
students safe, whether it be to 
smash a window, or take a bullet 
for them. Anything to keep my 
students safe,” said Mrs. Clark
 So is our school safe? 
Well it’s safe to say, no pun intend-
ed, that all adults in the building 
will do everything in their power 
to keep each and every one of us 
safe. But first we have to work 
together to achieve that goal. 
      I feel more secure because 
we are at least talking about  the 
situation  regarding school safety. 
Communication is the most im-
portant thing in this instance. We 
can’t be afraid to talk to each oth-
er ,” concluded Kristina Rigsby.

Safety and Communication Are Key. 
What Would You Do in the Event of a School Emergency? 

By Zachary Learnard
~Entertainment Editor



March/April 20187 Features
Student Scientists Find Success 

by Kristina Rigsby
~Editor-in-Chief

Winners/Finalists of the annual science fair, along with Mr. Cox and Mr. 
Neidich, gather for a photo after the ceremony on March 20, 2018. 

Photo by Wilfredo Velasco.

JROTC Cadets Score Big at Century High 
School Drill Meet

byC/CSM Joshua Abate
~Contributing Reporter

 During the past couple 
of months, Liberty High School’s 
JROTC has had multiple events 
such as color guards, a drill meet, 
and our after school teams. A col-
or guard is a ceremonial presenta-
tion of our nations’ colors before 
an event that commemorates the 
armed services and those who 
have fallen to protect those flags. 
 On March 17th, the 
JROTC traveled to Century High 
School in Sykesville, Maryland, 
to compete in a Best of Bri-

gade Drill meet. During the drill 
meet, we had designated cadets 
follow a given command sheet 
while commanding a squad or 
platoon. They sent their  raid-
er, exhibition, and drill team to 
compete in over 15 total events. 
 Their drill team uses 
regulation movements and are 
awarded points based on how well 
they execute the movements de-
scribed in the Drill and Ceremo-
nies book. On the other hand, their 
exhibition team uses non-regula-

tion movements with or without 
a rifle to amaze the judges who 
award points based on uniqueness 
and complexity of the routine. 
 The raider team focuses 
on the physical aspects of JROTC 
while taking a variety of PT tests 
and objective based land naviga-
tion tasks. Once all the JROTC 
programs have completed the 
events, they start a separate activ-
ity called knockout, which allows 
cadets to earn individual recog-
nition for experience in proper-
ly conducting drill movements. 
 Once knockout is com-
pleted, the Century HS cadets 
tally up the total points and 
award trophies for each routine, 
knockout, and overall placings. 
 During the award cer-
emony, the program earned 1st 
place in Armed Platoon, com-
manded by C/1SG Ashton Rich-
ards, Unarmed Platoon command-
ed by C/1LT David Carte, Armed 
Squad commanded by C/SGT 
Calvin Quiroga, Unarmed Squad 
commanded by C/PFC Cole Rice, 
Armed Inspection commanded by 
C/LTC Tyler Greeley. They earned 
3rd place in Color Guard com-
manded by C/LTC Greeley and 
the One Rope Bridge, conduct-
ed by C/SGT Clayton LaChance 
and C/PFC Jeffery Parrish. As 
for the knockout awards, they 
 had 12 cadets total 

place in the Top Ten for either 
the Armed or Unarmed Knock-
out version, including the 1st 
place victory in Armed Knock-
out by C/CPL Caleb Wanner. 
 With hard work, ded-
ication, teamwork, and a lot of 
late nights, the cadets earned 
First Place Overall out of 14 
other schools. Even after their 
big victory, the dedicated cafets 
continue coming to practice to 
maintain their fluency in Drill and 
Exhibition in order to get ready 
for future Drill meets next year. 

JROTC Members gather for a picture after the awards ceremony. 
Photo Courtesy of LHS JROTC.

 During a ceremony on 
March 20, the participants and 
winners of the 2018 science fair 
were honored in the Eagle Room. 
It was announced that some of 
the participants are going to the 
next competition to represent 
Liberty High School. Partici-
pants included Sharayah Jack-
son, Akasha Wilkemeyer, Angie 
Kim, Amy Lee, Maria Cruz, Max 
Dubnowski, Heather Wotton and 
Anna Brickey. Special thanks to 
science teachers Dr. Allen Atkins 
and Ms. Chandra Wilkemeyer. 
 Senior Cruz com-
peted with her project titled, 
“Pond 2 Audible Creating A 
Solar Powered Water filtration 

Device”. Cruz and Lee also 
qualified for top ten last year.  
 Freshman Akaysha 
Wilkemeyer competed for the 
first time this year with her project 
titled, “The Effect of Heat-Step 
Temperature on the Efficiency 
of Escherichia Coli”. Wilkemey-
er also qualified for the top 10.
 Senior Heather Wotton 
won first place at this year’s fair.
 “The title of my re-
search project was ‘Comparison 
of the Strengths of Experimental 
Chestnut Hybrids to Function-
ally Extinct American Chestnut 
(Castanea Dentata)’. I’m compet-
ing at the Virginia State Science 
and Engineering Fair and I’m a 

finalist at the Intel International 
Science and Engineering Fair in 
Pittsburgh Pa, I’ll compete there 
in May. I went to Intel ISEF 
last year as well which is really 
cool to get to compete a second 
time at the international level. 
 I really enjoy scientific 
research and the “science proj-
ect” is really just a small part 
of it. Getting to compete in the 
fairs is fun and I think it comes 
naturally to me because I enjoy 
talking about the process I’ve 
gone through and the successes 
and failures and how the science 
behind it works. Going to Intel 
ISEF for the second time is such 
an amazing opportunity. It’s re-
ally a week long party with a 
science fair in the middle. There 
are kids from all over the world 
who qualified as the top in their 
regions or countries and they’re 
all there to do the same thing and 
there are so many activities and 
chances to exchange with all the 
cultures it’s really unique. It’s 
also a really cool chance to share 
your research with top scientists 
in the field and it’s just a real-
ly unique experience. This year 
I got to combine my interests 
in conservation and engineer-
ing and study an unresearched 
topic and share my findings so 
that was really cool as a high 
school student,” said Wotton.
 

Results from 
Century HS Drill 

Meet: 
~First Place 

Overall
~1st in Armed 

Platoon, Armed 
Squad, Unarmed 

Squad
~3rd in Color 

Guard and One 
Rope Bridge
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 Each year there is a Boys 
Varsity and a Girls Varsity tennis 
team, but this season of tennis is 
different. Only the Girls Varsity 
Tennis team is running this year 
and 8 of the 11 girls are new to 
the team.
 “It’s great to see the new 
players improve as the season 
goes on. They get better every 
week and by the end of the sea-
son, it’s hard to believe that they 
just learned how to keep score 
in March. It’s really disappoint-
ing to not have a boys team this 
season. We need to promote the 
sport better in the future and get 
the boys interested in playing,” 
said Coach Colson.
 Kaleigh Phelps and 
Maggie Lutz are two sophomores 
who are new to the tennis team. 
 “I decided to join Tennis 
because I heard about how fun it 
was from a couple of friends who 
were on the team last year and 
I saw the opportunity to try out 
when I heard they had extended 
their tryouts. Tennis is really fun! 
It’s nice because most of the team 
is learning to play so we’re all 
learning together. I’m really ex-
cited to start playing singles, I’ve 
always played team sports so it’ll 
be cool doing something where 
it’s just you and your opponent,” 
said Phelps.
 “I joined because cheer 
season had ended and I wanted 
to do something else and tennis 
looked fun. I love the sport so far. 
I’m really hoping to get better at 
tennis by the end of the season,” 
said Lutz.
 “My new teammates are 
a lot of fun. They bring their best 
attitudes and work hard at prac-
tice. I feel like we really gel to-
gether and I can’t wait for the sea-
son with all of them,” said three 
year player and senior Amy Lee.
 “I hope that our new 
players are really enjoying play-
ing the sport,” said Coach Sin-
nott.
 Whether the players are 
veterans or newbies each team 
member has their own individu-
al goals and something they are 
looking forward to this season. 
Most are excited to working hard, 
seeing their improvement, mak-

ing new friends, having fun, and 
getting better at the sport.
 With a bunch of new 
teammates and only a girls tennis 
team, the season still continues!
 “To prepare the players 
for matches we have drills that 
help them improve their ground 
strokes. We play ‘Mini Tennis’ 
which helps them learn to con-
trol the ball and we work on our 
serves and return of the serves,” 
said Coach Colson.
 On Thursday, March 
8, 2018, the Girls Tennis team 
traveled to Osbourn Park High 
School in Manassas, Virginia for 
their first scrimmage match. The 
coaches and players left right af-
ter school to arrive in time for the 
match at 4:00 pm.
 “Overall, I think we per-
formed very well. Half of our top 
six played their very first match 
on Thursday and I was so proud 
of their performance, it was a 
huge step for them,” said Amy 
Lee.
 “Our veterans played 
outstanding tennis and our new 
players got some very valuable 
experience early in the season. 
Everyday the new player are 
getting better. When we play 
this team again in April, we will 
see vast improvements from our 
girls,” said Coach Colson.
 The final score was 4-5.
“Although we didn’t win, we 
played our best, had fun, and 
learned the skills we need to work 
on and what we can do to prepare 
for the next match,” said Amy 
Lee.
 “Before the first offi-
cial match, I really want to im-
prove my serve. Once I can get 
it more accurate I’ll be able to 
add in some power,” said Kaleigh 
Phelps.
 “We still need to practice 
the basics, work on our serves, 
work on forehands, backhands, 
and volleys. Once our girls have 
more court time, we can start 
talking about strategies.,” said 
Coach Colson.

Only Girls Serving 
Up This Season

by Jasmine Beverly
~ Staff Reporter

Senior Amy Lee stretches to keep the ball in between the lines. 
Photo courtesy of the Talon Yearbook staff.

 When a new season of a 
sport starts, there are always new 
faces. Whether they are new to 
the school or want to try a new 
sport, this season of Spring Track 
has many new runners. Each 
runner has different reasons why 
they joined, from staying in shape 
in general to staying in shape for 
other sports they participate in, 
trying something new, to have fun 
with friends, or simply because 
they love to run!
 “It is exciting to see so 
many new faces. I hope that ev-
eryone finds an event that they 
will enjoy,” said Coach Leigh.
 “I look forward to see-
ing the progress from the new 
runners. We like to get a baseline 
of our athletes and as the season 
plays out, we see the growth. A 
lot of times people get caught up 
in the results, but for me it’s about 
the process,” said Coach Black-
man.
 Unlike the other Spring 
sports, the first day of practice for 
track was on February 26, 2018 
because the Winter Track team 
had gone to states.
 “Practice is slower right 
now because a lot of new people 
have joined  and since the season 
just started,” said senior and three 
year runner Markael Gaskins.
 With all the new faces 
on the team, some runners that re-
turned from the previous season 
of Indoor Track have many new 
teammates to met.
 “It’s always great to 
have new faces on the team. Es-
pecially learning from my team-
mates why they join the sport. 
Some want to quit the first week, 
but the ones who have been run-
ning for awhile convince them 
they’ll survive, and they end up 
with a great progression at the 
end. The drive to be better is what 
has them stay and I love working 
with teammates who are motivat-
ed,” said junior Cindy Garcia.
 “I am looking forward 
to seeing how our athletes from 
Indoor Track progress throughout 

Outdoor,” said Coach Leigh.
 Freshman Sam Rodman 
participated in Winter Indoor 
Track and was one of the few who 
had made it to states. Sam had 
gone to states for the boys 4x400 
meter relay and the 4x800 meter 
relay. 
 “I love to run and I re-
ally liked Cross Country and 
Winter Track season so I wanted 
to continue with Spring Track. 
My experience so far this season 
has been great from meeting new 
people and I’m excited for the 
rest of the season. It feels good 
to be a freshman on the team be-
cause I have many upperclassman 
to motivate me to become a better 
runner,” said Rodman
 Other athletes like Saud 
Ismael and Zoe Lowe joined Out-
door Track to stay in shape for 
other sports they participate in the 
fall.
 “I joined so I could stay 
in shape for football season and 
to improve my overall speed and 
increase my endurance. I am most 
excited for how much I will im-

prove physically and mentally in 
the sport.”  said sophomore Saud 
Ismael.
 “I decided to do track to 
stay in shape for cheer season. I 
hope to do the field event Shot 
Put,” said sophomore Zoe Lowe.
 Sophomore Calvin Qui-
roga is a Cadet and Sergeant in 
JROTC. Calvin tried out Spring 
Track to stay in shape for JROTC 
because the class includes the stu-
dents running around the school.
 “Spring track is off to 
an amazing start. The first week 
of practice was great. I’m looking 
forward to the rest of the season 
and I can’t wait to take some met-
als home,” said Sergeant Quiro-
ga. 
 “It’s not where you start, 
it’s about where you finish,” said 
Coach Richards as advice to mo-
tivate the new runners.

New Runners Hit The Track
by Jasmine Beverly
 ~ Staff Reporter

Freshman Sam Rodman is running 
his race. Photo courtesy of  Talon 

Yearbook staff.
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 With the new season 
starting off for the men's Liberty 
soccer team, it's also going to be a 
new start for new head coach Dan 
Hayes. From a successful start in 
the first scrimmage against War-
ren county, the boys look like 
they have a bright future ahead of 
them. 
 With having returners 
and more of an upperclassmen 
team, the boys show a lot of ma-
turity while playing. With having 
team chemistry and helping one 
another, it doesn’t make for a 
struggle of a new coach coming 
into the season. 
 “Our team has relatively 
strong chemistry, and everyone 
gets along fairly well” said by ju-
nior Noah Champ. 
 When a team has good 
chemistry it's hard to beat them. 
When they all understand one an-
other and know how others play, 
it’s great for the team. 
 “Our team has improved 
from past seasons in multiple 
ways. In past seasons, our team 
wasn’t as close as we are now. 
We’re a little family and if you 
mess with one of us, then you’ll 
have all of us to deal with. We 
also have more talent on the team 
as well as young players who 
want to put it all on the field,” 
said by senior Daniel Contretras. 
 As a senior with that 
kind of mindset  is a great thing, 
showing your love for the team, 
game, and each other. Daniel 
has been on the soccer team ever 
since his freshman year, he’s al-
ways loved playing soccer. 
 “What I love about soc-
cer is that i can just go out onto 
the field and forget about every-
thing. It helps me to clear my 
head and enjoy every second of it. 
I've grown up with the sport and 
much of my life revolves around 
it, you gotta love it,” said Contre-
ras. 
 As the Liberty Eagles 
have an older team, there are 
eight seniors in the team. Senior 
Brendan Wolfe, goalkeeper, Rob-
in Orozco, defense, Angel Coto, 
defense, Fernando Castro, mid-
field, Marvin Amaya, forward, 

New Season, New 
Coach, New Attitude

by Makaela Kestner
~Sports Editor

Senior Julio Pacheco dribbles the ball down the field. 
Photo courtesy of the Talon Yearbook staff.

Julio Pacheco, midfield, Daniel 
Contreras, defense, and finally 
David Caal, goalkeeper. 
 The boys have different 
views about who will be their big-
gest competition throughout the 
season.
 “Our biggest competi-
tion would have to be Sherando,” 
said junior Raul Barboza.
 “Kettle Run is our big-
gest competition. They’re a good 
team, and our entire team is eager 
to win against them,” said junior 
Noah Champ. 
 Every teams goal most 
of the time is to go as far as they 
possibly can or win states, with-
out a goal what's the point of even 
playing? Every person has their 
own individual dream but also 
a team goal with it. As personal 
goals every persons can be com-
pletely different from taking their 
talents to the next level or to sim-
ply learning something new in the 
sport they play.
  “The goal for the team 
is to make history this year and 
my personal goal is to enjoy my 
senior year with my friends,” said 
senior Fernando Castro. 
 As the new season is 
about to start, the returning boys 
have a few adjustments to make 
with a new coach and maybe 
some new things to learn.

 For the Liberty Girls 
Soccer team, they are ready to 
start the season off greatly. With 
only 6 seniors leaving last year 
and 5 new players joining this 
year, they mostly have the same 
players as last season. This sea-
son, they have many goals set and 
are ready to accomplish them.
 “My team goal  for 
this season is to have a winning 
record and win some games in 
regionals,” said junior Noelle 
Crane.
 Noelle Crane has been 
starting on the Liberty Girls Soc-
cer team as a varsity player since 
her freshman year. She has al-
ways had a love for soccer and it 
is by far her favorite sport. Noelle 
believes this season is the season 
they can accomplish great things.
 “Our team is finally 
starting to get older and with 
time, that develops more skill. 
We have been together longer so 
that also builds the bond so we 
can play better together,” said 
Crane.
 Like previous seasons, 
Noelle believes that Kettle Run 
will show them the biggest com-
petition this year but she also 
believes that the team is ready 
to face any challenge that comes 
their way.
 “I think our biggest 
competition this year will still 
be Kettle Run. They have always 
been a tough team to play but I 
believe that our team will hang in 
there this year,” said Crane.
 For freshman Shei-
la Guox, this is her first season 
playing for the Liberty Girls Soc-
cer team but she is a very expe-
rienced player. Even though the 
season has just started, she is 
already improving and learning 
many new things.
 “I’m getting better on 
different types of plays/drills that 
would be applied to a real game. 
I’m making a lot of new friends 
and getting a lot of time manage-
ment skills,” said Guox.
 Like Noelle, soccer is 
definitely one of Sheila’s favorite 
sports and she has always shared 
a love for soccer on and off the 
field.
“My favorite thing about soccer 
is definitely the rush it gives me 

and when I’m on the field during 
a game. I like seeing the work I 
put in practices show off ,” said 
Guox.  
 Sadly for senior Megan 
Fiel, this will be her last year 
playing for the Liberty Girls Soc-
cer team. Megan has been playing 
for Liberty Girls Soccer for her 
whole high school career. She has 
been the varsity starting goalie 
since her junior year. She also is 
to planning to play goalie at Po-
tomac State this fall. For Megan, 
this soccer experience at Liberty 
has been an amazing journey for 
her.
 “I have learned a lot 
from our coach and have bettered 
my skills. The girls on the team 
have taught me how to have fun 
and by myself,” said Megan. 
 Since her four years of 
playing soccer, she has seen the 
team and her friends improve in 
many ways and she is excited to 
see what they can accomplish this 
season.
 “This season we defi-
nitely have some new players and 
new skills that have been added to 
the team,” said Megan. 
 Sophomore Claire 
Duckworth is starting off the sea-
son slow. Since she has just had 
a recent surgery, she hasn’t been 
able to play that much.
 “My personal goal this 
season is to be able to get back 
onto the field,” said Claire.
 Claire has been starting 
on varsity since her freshman 
year and she is very excited for 
this season. Claire has only been 
part of the Liberty Girls Soccer 
team for two years but she has al-
ready had a really great time with 
new people.
 “Being on a team with 
these ladies has given me an op-
portunity to meet and interact 
with people I wouldn’t get to oth-
erwise,” said Claire.
 Head Coach Mark Cos-
tanzo is also very excited to start 
off this season good. On March 
7th, the Liberty Girls Soccer 
team beat Warren County during 
a scrimmage 3-0. Last season 
they had a record of 4-10-2 and 
they are ready to change that this 
season with all the improvement 
they have had.

 “It is very early in the 
season but we were young last 
year and this year the team had 
a chance to mature and are real-
ly working together,” said Coach 
Costanzo.
 Coach Costanzo has 
been coaching for 4 years, 2 of 
them being for junior varsity and 
the recent 2 being varsity. Coach-
ing has always been one of his fa-
vorite things to do and coaching 
soccer makes it even better.
 “My favorite thing about 
coaching aside from senior night 
would be seeing the girls faces 
after a hard fought victory. They 
have dedicated and sacrificed a 
lot of their time on getting better 
and seeing the payoff is the best,” 
said Coach Costanzo.
 Despite the challenges 
they may face, the Liberty Girls 
Soccer team is ready to face any-
thing that comes their way and 
they are ready to walk out of this 
season as champions.

Girls Soccer Kicking it Off!
~Staff Reporter
by Keely Crane

Senior Breanna Duncan throws 
the ball to one of her teammates. 

Photo courtesy of the Talon 
Yearbook staff.

Sophomore Noah Fox slide tackles 
a player to keep the ball away. 

Photo courtesy of  Talon Yearbook 
Staff.
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 With the season starting 
up, the temperature slowly rising, 
and the sun leaving bad farmer 
tans on everybody, that’s how you 
know it’s softball season. 
 With many returning 
players and a few new ones, the 
future looks bright for the softball 
team. Having four seniors as re-
turning players is always a help 
for the team. 
 As the Lady Eagles take 
the field, they have many leaders 
on the field, all at the same time. 
They all might not be vocal lead-
ers, some are leaders by their ac-
tions on the field, in the dugout or 
wherever but that doesn’t matter, 
they are all adding something to 
the team in a positive way. 
 With the leadership on 
the team, it helps out the under-
classmen and new players adjust 
to the changes of school ball.
 “Cohesiveness is the 
best quality at this point,” said by 
head coach Ryan Washington.
 With the senior class last 
season, one of the senior captains 
Lizzie Waln will be taking her tal-
ents to James Madison University 
in the fall to play college softball. 
From being a four year starter and 
playing travel softball for many 
years, all of her hard work has of-
ficially paid off as she signed her 
NLI (National Letter of Intent) on 
November 10th of 2017. 
 “I enjoy it because I’ve 
played it since I was in second 
grade and it was my stress relief,” 
said by Lizzie Waln. 
 As softball may be a get 
away for many of the girls play-
ing the sport, it’s also their happy 
place. As for Lizzie, it’s some-
thing she knows she can turn to 
whenever her life gets stressful. 
 With the districts chang-
ing about every year now, the 
Liberty Eagles will be playing 
more Winchester teams unlike 
last year when they played more 
Loudoun schools.
 When asked any of the 
softball players who they think 
their biggest competition will be 
they all replied with “we aren't 
sure yet” from the teams chang-

ing and not being able to see the 
teams before, this will be like a 
fresh start to them.
 As the districts changed 
the new teams, the Eagles will 
be with John Handley, Sherando, 
James Wood, and Millbrook High 
School this year.
 For the team, it’s always 
good for team chemistry and 
learning one another. As the team 
is mostly returners, that is always 
an advantage for the team and 
coaches. Being able to play with 
one another in tough games will 
always be a key part in winning 
games. When coaching a young-
er team and the chemistry isn’t 
there, it is more difficult than 
the team being more upperclass-
men that have played together or 
against each other since middle 
school.  
 With four returning se-
niors as captains of the team, they 
all plan on going to college this 
fall. 
 With Lizzie Waln play-
ing softball at James Madison 
University and Rachel Allen has 
not yet decided where she will 
continue her education, her top 
two schools are Virginia Tech and 
Christopher Newport University. 
Also senior Ally Fitzwater will 
attend Virginia Commonwealth 
University in the fall also, and 
Makaela Kestner will be playing 
basketball at the University of 
South Florida.
 “My goal for the team 
this year is to become more of a 
team on and off the field. If we are 
close off the field it will help us to 
communicate and trust each other 
on the field. My goal for myself is 
to become a leader and lead my 
team,” said by senior Ally Fitz-
water.

Go Hard or Go Home
by Makaela Kestner

~Sports Editor 

Junior Hope Mullins scores a run at the game against Culpeper High 
School. Photo courtesy of Talon Yearbook staff.

Pitchin’ Into a New Season
by  Zoe Lowe

~Feature Editor

Senior Andrew Oliveri scores a run for his team. 
Photo courtesy of Talon Yearbook staff.

 This year's baseball-
head coach is Tom Determan, 
the assistant coaches are John-
Malone, Eric Mehiel, and Chris 
Meyer. The team manager is 
sophomore John Kuhler, a for-
mer baseball player his fresh-
man year.
 “It is really disappoint-
ing that I can not play this season 
because of my having surgery 
on my shoulder, but I am glad 
I can help manage and support 
the team from the dugout,” said 
Kuhler 
 What is kind of unique 
this year about the baseball team 
is that there is only a varsity, and 
not a jv and varsity.
 Liberty won their 
scrimmage against the Culpeper 
Devils on Monday, March 5th 
with a score of 9-1. Liberty took 
a hard loss against Chancellor 
Wednesday, March 7th. 
 Scrimmages are a good 
way to start off the season be-
cause its getting in good practice 
on the field with another team 
before a real game. 
 “I felt really good about 
winning against  Culpeper on 
Monday, especially since it was 
our first time playing against 
another team this season. I also 
think we played really well as a 
team. We did what we practiced 
to do for the sport we love,” said 
sophomore Colby Neal
 “I like playing second 
base 

because it is constant action on 
the field,” said sophomore Dylan 
Huggins.
 Baseball is a simple, yet 
complex sport. You have to have 
endurance, accuracy, and speed.
 Liberty took a hard loss 
against to the Brentsville tigers 
on Friday, March 16th with a 
score of 15-3. The boys worked 
hard to keep up in the first two in-
nings with a score of 5-5, but later 
fell. 
 “I think we are going 
to play better baseball than we 
did last year,” said senior Drew 
Leach.
 On Monday March 19, 
Liberty played the Eastern View, 
and loss with a score of 9-3.
 “We have a really good 
coaching staff this season, and I 
am excited about playing,” said 
freshman Sammy Leach.
 “We have not really got 
to play this year because the sea-
son just started, but I am super ex-
cited to see how this season plays 
out. Also playing baseball keeps 
you very active, especially when 
you catch, pitch, and play short-
stop,” said sophomore Logan 
Rodney. 
 With six seniors, Drew 
Leach, outfield, Logan Merri-
wether, outfield, Andrew Oliveri, 
infield and pitcher, Mike Rubio, 
first base and pitcher, Zach Sch-
weier, outfield and pitcher, and 
Brian Story, infield and pitcher, 

and two juniors, Will Coppage 
and John Untiedt, the team is 
mostly returners since last season. 
This season, they had three new 
additions, who are all freshmen, 
Rock Hockman, Sammy Leach, 
and Luke Richards.
 This year, Liberty’s var-
sity baseball team is very excited 
for this season and they all be-
lieve they will accomplish many 
great things.
 The next two home 
games for Liberty’s baseball 
team are on April 6th at 6:00 pm 
against Fauquier High School and 
on April 13th at 6:00 pm against 
John Handley High School so 
try to come out and support your 
team!

Junior John Untiedt pitches the 
ball during a scrimmage against 

Culpeper. Photo courtesy of Talon 
Yearbook staff.
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The “Valued Opinions” column is a place for all students to 
express viewpoints on current topical issues. 

We invite you to participate if you feel strongly about an issue 
that pertains to the school community! Contact Ms. Miller in 

room 264 if you would like to submit your opinion for 
publication. Please note that the opinions expressed are those 

of the writer only, not of The Patriot Press Staff.

Kayla Wines
~Freshman

Kayla Wines is a staff 
reporter for the Patriot 

Press Newspaper. Kayla 
likes writing editorials and 

entertainment articles.

Zachary Learnard
~Senior

Zachary Learnard is the 
Entertainment Editor of 

the Patriot Press 
Newspaper. This is his 

second year taking 
journalism. Zachary likes 
writing about social and 

political issues.

Depression...Nothing More, Nothing Less
by Zachary Learnard

~Entertainment Editor
 While this may be a sen-
sitive topic, it needs to be covered, 
and needs to become something 
that more people are more aware 
of. Depression is not a joke, and 
should be taken seriously. It can 
lead to dangerous thoughts, and 
drastic changes in a person’s per-
sonality and mindset.
 Since this is such a se-
rious topic, and can be personal 
for certain people, I first asked a 
simple question: Are there usual-
ly noticeable signs that someone 
could give off that shows signs 
of depression? The first person 
I had asked said that such signs 
are difficult to notice on certain 
occasions, unless they know said 
person well enough to notice a 
change in their behavior, or facial 
language. In some cases, they are 
only able to come to a conclusion 
with the help of those who are 
close with that person. Howev-
er, the other person I asked said 
that sometimes it is easily recog-
nizable by people that someone 
who is depressed is close with. 
However, the depressed person 
may be very good at hiding these 
emotions, and may slip past those 

 In this world, there is a 
lot of hate and inequality. These 
racist slurs, picking on normal 
human beings, because of the 
color of their skin, it needs to 
stop. We the people are all ONE. 
The community and world that 
surround us should not target or 
stereotype anyone based on their 
race. We should be counted as 
equals, not considered different 
because of things such as our race 
and religion.
 In my own opinion, 
because I'm in an interracial re-
lationship, I believe interracial 
dating and relationships are per-
fectly fine. Love has no color, 
and we shouldn't stereotype or 
judge anyone based on their col-
or or religion. Interracial couples 
really do go through quite a bit 
sometimes, such as disrespectful 
comments, racist slurs, and some 
family members that do not agree 
with the relationship. All around, 
the main problem is societal 
judgement. The bottom line is 
that there can be a lot of hate ex-
pressed toward young interracial 
couples, but also, there can be a 
lot of support in it.
 Since I am in an inter-
racial relationship I have a bit of 
experience with the comments we 

get around the community and 
pretty much anywhere. My boy-
friend and I honestly go through 
a lot throughout our lives. Some-
times we struggle to understand 
each other and our perspectives 
on things. Sometimes we argue 
about other people's opinions. We 
get inappropriate comments from 
strangers about being a cauca-
sian female and a black male that 
spend time together. 
  Some of my family members 
really stereotype my partner. For 
myself, that really makes me an-
gry and hurt. 
 Just because we don't 
have the same backgrounds or 
lifestyles, that does not give 
people the right to judge anyone 
based on the color of their skin.  
 Not everybody is the 
same and it just frustrates me be-
cause my partner is a very nice 
guy and not like any other. All 
around our community, we both 
know that there will be issues 
about racism, and everyone, not 
just him and I, will have to learn 
to rise above the negative opin-
ions. Nobody can tell you wheth-
er to love someone, especially not 
based on just color. We all bleed 

the same.
 At the end of the day, 
you should just know who you 
are dating and get to know him or 
her more. 
 It is especially important 
get to know their culture, simply 
so you can learn and appreci-
ate who they are and where they 
come from. Mostly if you want 
a committed and long relation-
ship, get to know your partner’s 
family and their interests. Realize 
that differences can sometimes be 
a positive thing, allowing you to 
see life through a unique perspec-
tive. What about the people who 
are negative? Just ignore them 
and you guys do you. There will 
always be some negativity toward 
interracial relationships; there 
will always be those “haters.” 
More than anything, there will al-
ways be arguments, but you will 
have to learn to overcome those 
little or big fights and move on. 
Society will try to take you down 
and judge anything they can. 
 The important thing is 
to value the unique relationships 
you experience, and to learn that 
they are gifts to be treasured, re-
gardless of any level of negativi-
ty. 

people.
 Next, I asked what they 
would do in order to help some-
one in need. The first person I 
asked gave me an extremely de-
tailed answer. They would pull 
the person aside and ask them 
what was on their mind at the mo-
ment, about any negative chang-
es in their lives, and if they had 
a suicidal thoughts, along with 
doing self-harm. They would 
then call home and call up for a 
professional evaluation. They did 
also add that sometimes home 
isn’t the best place to call, since 
sometimes home is the problem. 
Person number two said that they 
would be extremely careful and 
try to speak with them on a mu-
tual level, and try not to make 
them feel like they have some 
sort of mental illness in any way. 
Instead, they would simply ask if 
the person was alright, and that 
they were there if they needed 
help. 
 I only got one answer for 
the next question: Can depression 
always lead to suicide? The an-
swer I received goes as follows: 
“Depression can be something 

that could come and go, or it can 
stay for an extremely long time. It 
does not always lead to suicide. 
If not treated quickly, however, it 
could in of itself potential lead to 
suicide. Or sometimes, it’s just a 
state of mind, where they have no 
suicidal thoughts.” 
 Both said that depres-
sion can be triggered in a variety 
of ways, usually from losing a 
person they were close with, past 
trauma, and negative events that 
have changed their life. Either 
that, or simply it is just a chem-
ical imbalance in the brain. For 
instance, puberty could cause de-
pression because of all the chemi-
cal changes your body undergoes 
at the time. 
 The last question I asked 
was whether depression can al-
ways lead to drug and alcohol 
abuse, and/or self harm. Both said 
that it can, but not always. One of 
them even added that some people 
drift towards more healthy ways 
to help them deal with depression, 
for example, exercising.
 I want to be able to share 

a story about my own personal 
struggle with depression. It start-
ed during my sophomore year.   
Around this time, I began to shift 
in the style of music I usually lis-
tened to, from pop and rap, to a 
more heavier sound, such as met-
al, punk, and emo, with a little bit 
of acoustic music. It felt silly at 
first, but I quickly came to real-
ize that this was who I was happy 
with being. Yet, I still questioned 
it at the time. I would lay in my 
room confused with life. This 
soon lead to self-doubt, and with 
the added fact that at the time I 
slowly realized that life had an 
expiration date. I began to ques-
tion what the point of  living 
was, and why there was a point 
to being alive. I continued down 
this state of mind, along with 
the change in my clothing. I was 
starting to go for a darker vibe. 
Around my junior year, I gained 
interest in bands like My Chemi-
cal Romance, Neck Deep, Twenty 
One Pilots, Modern Baseball, and 
Brand New. These bands really 
touched my emotions in a way 
that I never knew was possible. 
And that’s when I found my pas-

sion. Music. I began to constantly 
beg my dad for a guitar, promis-
ing him over, and over that his 
money would go to good use. I 
began to hang out with my friends 
more often, going to local shows, 
and participating in mosh pits. I 
felt right at home. And when I 
finally got my guitar, I started 
to feel even better. The guy who 
was once lost in his thoughts, 
questioning existence, was now 
instead living his life to his fullest 
potential. Am I still struggling? 
Yes. I still grieve over the deaths 
of my mother, and my close 
friends, Jack Kennedy and Aus-
tin Queen. But I quickly began 
to feel better once I began to act 
like myself. I’m proud I was able 
to pull myself out of that vortex 
of sadness I was swept into two 
years ago. Now was I depressed? 
I don’t know, you be the judge.

*If you need help with feelings 
of depression, talk to a teacher, 
counselor, friend, parent, or ad-
ministrator. Lots of people care 
and are here to help! Another 
option is the  National Youth Cri-
sis Hotline: 1-800-448-4663.

Love Has No Color
by Kayla Wines
~Staff Reporter



April 2018
April 2: Senior Class Clothing/Household Drive/Fundraiser, Girls Lacrosse Chocolate Fundraiser

April 3: Library Read-In
April 4: Psych FT to FBI, LHS Boys Lacrosse vs Handley, Wrestling Banquet

April 5: ART Dept FT, Voter Registration, LHS Boys Lacrosse @ Fauquier, LHS Girls Lacrosse vs Fauquier
April 6: DECA/FBLA FT to DC, Battle of the Books, LHS Girls Tennis @ Fauquier, LHS Boys Soccer vs Fauquier, LHS 

Girls Soccer @ Fauquier, LHS Softball vs Fauquier Varsity home/JV away
April 7: Military Ball
April 8: Military Ball

April 9: Feminine Product Drive, World History II FT, LHS Girls Lacrosse vs Broad Run
April 10: Prom T-shirt Sale, FFA Area Rally, Sports Med FT to Cadaver Lab, LHS Girls Tennis vs James Wood, LHS Girls 
Soccer vs James Wood, LHS Boys Soccer @ James Wood, LHS Baseball @ James Wood, LHS Softball vs James Wood 

Varsity away/JV home
April 11: LHS Track & Field @ Sherando

April 12: FCCLA Competition, AP Government FT, Women in History FT, LHS Girls Tennis vs Brentsville, LHS Boys 
Soccer @ Brentsville, LHS Girls Soccer vs Brentsville, LHS Baseball @ Brentsville, LHS Softball vs Brentsville Varsity 

away/JV home
April 13: CTE Testing, All County Orchestra, AP Computer Science FT, FBLA Competition, Josten’s Cap & Gown 

Orders, LHS Girls Tennis @ Handley, LHS Boys Soccer vs Handley, LHS Girls Soccer @ Handley, LHS Baseball vs 
Handley, LHS Softball vs Handley Varsity home/JV home

April 14: All County Orchestra, ACTs
April 16: Term Grad & SOL Retesters, Sophomore Interview Day, LHS Boys Lacrosse vs Eastern View, LHS Girls 

Lacrosse @ Eastern View, Concert Fundraiser
April 17: Term Grad & SOL Retesters, LHS Girls Tennis vs Kettle Run, LHS Girls Soccer vs Kettle Run, LHS Girls 

Lacrosse @ Champe, LHS Baseball @ Kettle Run, LHS Softball vs Kettle Run Varsity away/ JV home
April 18: Term Grad & SOL Retesters, LHS Girls Tennis vs Osbourn Park, LHS Track & Field @ Millbrook, LHS Boys 

Soccer @ Osbourn Park, LHS Girls Soccer vs Osbourn Park
April 19: Term Grad & SOL Retesters, LHS Girls Tennis @ Millbrook, LHS Boys Soccer vs Millbrook, LHS Girls Soccer 

@ Millbrook, LHS Baseball vs Millbrook, LHS Softball vs Millbrook Varsity home/JV away
April 20: Term Grad & SOL Retesters, Spring Shadowing Day Econ Classes, Powder Puff Game, LHS Girls Tennis @ 
Eastern View, LHS Girls Lacrosse vs Fluvanna, LHS Baseball vs Eastern View, LHS Softball vs Eastern View Varsity 

home/ JV away
April 21: SCA Color Run, Booster Bingo

April 23: SOL Testing, Senior Candygram Sale, LHS Boys Lacrosse @ James Monroe, LHS Girls Lacrosse vs James 
Monroe, Workshop: “The Little Known Secrets of Paying for College”

April 24: SOL Testing, LHS Girls Tennis vs Fauquier, LHS Boys Soccer @ Fauquier, LHS Girls Soccer vs Fauquier, LHS 
Baseball @ Fauquier, LHS Softball vs Fauquier Varsity away/JV home

April 25: SOL Testing, LHS Tennis, LHS Track & Field @ Fauquier, LHS Boys Soccer @ Sherando, LHS Baseball @ 
Sherando

April 26: SOL Testing, LHS Softball vs Sherando Varsity home/ JV away, Senior Award Night
April 27: SOL Testing, Cooperative Luncheon, LHS Tennis vs Sherando, LHS Girls Soccer vs Sherando, LHS Boys 

Lacrosse @ Fluvanna
April 28: Prom

April 30: SOL Testing, LHS Boys Lacrosse vs Brentsville, LHS Girls Lacrosse @ Brentsville
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Have you ever done anything you felt 
your peers should know? Do you have 
some peculiar talent or a special skill 
you can perform? Perhaps you have 

ties to a celebrity or have performed in 
some special event. Well, my friends, 

now is your time to shine. This year, the 
“Did You Know?” section in the Patriot 

Press will exclusively feature Liberty 
students! Feel free to come find us any 
time during the day and tell us some 
amazing facts about you and we’ll be 

happy to write down your unique story!
This month’s topic: What is your 

favorite candy to find in your Easter 
basket?

If you have an event you would like included on our 
monthly calendar, email the information to us at 

libertyhspublications@gmail.com

Back Page 

Adam Moore’s favorite candy 
is M&M’s.

Alex Kim’s favorite candy 
is Peeps.

Destiney Turner’s favorite 
candy is dark chocolate.

Samantha Stachitas’s favorite 
candy is Twix.

Johnathan Myers’s favorite 
candy is Heath Bar.

Kasey Simpson’s favorite candy 
is Skittles.

Ana Balderas’s favorite candy 
is jelly beans.

Estrella Ponce-Martinez’s            
favorite candy is Peeps.

Carlos Ferrufino’s favorite 
candy is dark chocolate.

Jasmine Redd’s favorite candy 
is jelly beans.


